'I cannot but doubt that the future will witness a vast
abridgement of the population throughout what has for
60 or 70 years been the most peaceful part of the world and
that at the same time will come a retrogression of civilization
throughout these enormous regions, constituting one of the
most melancholy tragedies Asia has ever known.' "
N They all knew that Mr. Churchill was himself a
great man. He belonged to the blue blood of England.
The Marlboroughs were famous in English history.
He took the helm when Great Britain was in peril on
the outbreak of the Second World War. He undoubtedly
saved what was then the empire from that peril. It
would be wrong to argue that without America and
the other allies. Great Britain would not have won the
war. Who brought the powers together if it was not his
energetic statesmanship? After the war was won, the
great nation whom he so brilliantly represented, whilst
recognizing Mr. Churchill's services, did not hesitate to
prefer a purely Labour Government for the purpose
of reconstructing the British Isles which had had to
pay a heavy toll of life and money. The British rose
to the occasion, decided voluntarily to break the empire
and erect in its place an unseen and more glorious
empire of hearts. The speaker referred to the voluntary
declaration of India, though broken into two parts, as
willing members of the Commonwealth. This noble
step was taken by the whole British nation, consisting of
all parties. In this act Mr. Churchill and his party were
partners. Whether the future would justify the step or
not was a different matter, irrelevant to the speaker's
thesis, which was that Mr. Churchill, being associated
with the act of transformation, would be expected to
say or do nothing that would diminish its virtue. Surely,
there was nothing in modern history to be compared
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